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Editor’s note.—The note below was first published in Volume 
53, Number 4, but had an error with author order. We are re-
publishing the corrected note here and this version should be 
considered the publication of record.

CROTALUS OREGANUS HELLERI (Southern Pacific 
Rattlesnake [English]; ‘Ewii [Kumeyaay]; Awí [Kwapa]). USA: 
CALIFORNIA: Imperial Co.: Valley of the Moon (32.63103°N, 
116.09099°W; WGS 84), 1136 m elev. 6 August 2022. Ethan 
Staats and Rexford Hill. Verified by Bradford D. Hollingsworth. 
San Diego Society of Natural History (SDSNH_HerpPC_05479, 
05480; photo voucher). Juvenile of ca. 1 year, based on estimated 
size. A second individual (SDSNH_HerpPC_05481–05483; 
photo voucher) was also observed in the Valley of the Moon 
(32.63246°N, 116.08555°W; WGS 84; 1111 m elev.) on 6 August 
2022. Adult of ca. 3 y, based on a rattle that had nine segments 
including the button. Both individuals were seen in the same 
sandy basin (Valley of the Moon), ca. 2 km east of the San Diego/
Imperial counties border line, after full dark. Three previous 
Crotalus oreganus records are listed on VertNet (www.vertnet.org; 
12 Aug 2022) from Imperial County, but we believe at least two 
of these (California Academy of Sciences [CAS] 4133; Louisiana 
Museum of Natural History, Louisiana State University [LSUMZ] 
7751) are mistakes, and the first (SDSNH HerpPC 39813) is at 
best unverifiable, given the location description. Record CAS 
4133 is given as “Imperial County: Colorado Desert, 6 mi from 
Oak Grove”, but the description and coordinates occur near Oak 
Grove, California, which is in San Diego County, ca. 80 km west 
of the San Diego/Imperial counties border line. Record LSUMZ 
Herps 7751 is given as “Imperial: Lower Colorado River (possibly 
Palos Verdes)” without GPS coordinates, and Palos Verdes is an 
unverifiable location, but the “Lower Colorado River” lies ca. 140 
km east across the entire Imperial Valley from the descending 
grade out from the Jacumba Mountains (currently thought to 
be the southeastern extent of the native distribution of Crotalus 
oreganus helleri in the USA) suggesting that this specimen 
likely represents a more eastern-distributed Crotalus species of 
similar appearance (possibly C. atrox or C. scutulatus)., but the 
specimen is marked missing with the Louisiana State University 
Museum of Natural Science (D. Boyd, pers. comm.) so cannot 
be identified. Record SDSNH HerpPC 39813, collected by L. M. 
Klauber and C. E. Shaw in 1949, is given as “Imperial: Mountain 
Springs Grade; top of” presumably representing an area less 
than 5 km northwest from Valley of the Moon, however the 
location description is vague with respect to the county as the 
top of Mountain Springs Grade (contemporarily, US Interstate 
8) weaves, headed east-to-west, from Imperial County into San 
Diego County, back into Imperial, back into San Diego again, back 
into Imperial again, and then finally back into San Diego County 
terminally; the specific location of this specimen is unknown, 
and C. o. helleri is not included in official Imperial County 
checklists (B. Hollingsworth, pers. comm.). These individuals 
therefore represent the first verifiable Imperial County records 
of C. o. helleri, and importantly the presence of two individuals of 
different life stages suggests that Valley of the Moon is inhabited 
by a resident population, rather than host to transient individuals; 
we suspect this latter case for the Mountain Springs Grade/
County Park area, as it is frequently surveyed by hobbyists, but 
C. oreganus has never been recorded from the County Park area, 
while both C. pyrrhus and C. ruber frequently are. Interestingly, 
nearby our observations, in the same sandy basin, we also 
observed one adult C. pyrrhus (32.63204°N, 116.07954°W; WGS 

84; 1106 m elev.), indicating that the Valley of the Moon may be 
one of only few desert localities where C. oreganus, C. pyrrhus, 
and C. ruber are all three sympatric, possibly the only locality 
for this in Imperial County. We respectfully acknowledge that 
these observations were made on unceded ancestral land of the 
indigenous Kumeyaay and Kwapa peoples.
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DENDRELAPHIS TRISTIS (Common Bronzeback Tree Snake). 
PAKISTAN: AZAD JAMMU AND KASHMIR: Mirpur District: 
Bathar Village near shore of Mangla Dam Lake (33.2378°N, 
73.6352°E; WGS 84), 540 m elev. 12 August 2020. Muhammad 
Usman. Verified by Muazzam A. Khan. Pakistan Museum of 
Natural History Collection (PMNH-obs-photo-reptiles-0034; 
photo voucher). Adult specimen in association with Eublepharis 
macularius, probably during predation attempt. Locality 
comprised dry deciduous forest, characterized by rocky and hilly 
terrain with shrubs. Fourth known locality for Pakistan and the 
first record for Azad Jammu and Kashmir. Previous records from 
the Islamabad Capital Territory (Margalla Hills National Park 
and the Rawal Lake), Khyber Pakhtunkhwa, and Sindh Province 
(Masroor 2011. Pakistan J. Zool. 43:1215–1218; Jablonski and 
Masroor. 2020. Herpetol. Rev. 51:273–274).
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DIADOPHIS PUNCTATUS (Ring-necked Snake). USA: FLORI-
DA: Union Co.: ca. 40 m E of NE 169th Ave, ca. 460 m S of NE 150th 
Ter (30.08945°N, 82.33371°W; WGS 84). 20 February 2023. Kyle 
Olivencia. Verified by Coleman M. Sheehy III. Florida Museum of 
Natural History, University of Florida (UF 193735; photo vouch-
er). Adult found under woody debris adjacent Swift Creek at ca. 
1420 h. New county record that fills a north Florida distribution 
gap among Alachua, Baker, Bradford, and Columbia counties 
where prior records are known (Krysko et al. 2019. Amphibians 
and Reptiles of Florida. University of Florida Press, Gainesville, 
Florida. 706 pp.). The nearest record for this species is ca. 17.8 km 
SE in neighboring Bradford County (UF: Herp: 114784).

AUBREY HEUPEL GREENE, Fish & Wildlife Research Institute, Florida 
Fish & Wildlife Conservation Commission, 1105 SW Williston Road, Gaines-
ville, Florida 32601, USA (e-mail: aubrey.greene@myfwc.com); KYLE OLIV-
ENCIA, Fish & Wildlife Research Institute, Florida Fish & Wildlife Commis-
sion, 7386 NW 71st Street, Gainesville, Florida 32653, USA (e-mail: kyle.
olivencia@myfwc.com); DANIEL U. GREENE, Weyerhaeuser Company, En-
vironmental Research South (e-mail: daniel.greene@weyerhaeuser.com).

FORDONIA LEUCOBALIA (Crab-eating Snake). MALAYSIA: 
SARAWAK: Kuching Division: near Sungei Tabo, Kampung Bako 
(1.6633°N, 110.4286°E; WGS 84), 6 m elev. 21 December 2022. Tan 
Shu Han. Verified by Kelvin K. P. Lim. Lee Kong Chian Natural 


