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Abstract

We report recent observations of Platyceps	rhodorachis (Jan in de Filippi, 1865) from Kyrgyzstan and the first species record from 
the Alay Mountains. It represents an important range extension in the Central Asiatic distribution of the species.
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Kyrgyzstan is a Central Asiatic country where basic zo-
ological research has been conducted mostly during the 
Soviet Era (Chernov 1959; Bannikov et al. 1977). Al-
though its territory is part of the biodiversity hotspot of 
the Mountains of Central Asia, distribution of particular 
species is poorly known and data are scattered in different, 
mainly Russian-written sources. The recently described 
species Gloydius	rickmersi Wagner, Tiutenko, Borkin & 
Simonov, 2016 is a good example of how the territory 
of the country is herpetologically important. Wagner et 
al. (2016) especially highlighted the importance of the 
Alay-Pamir region as a territory where herpetological 
knowledge is limited and based only on several zoologi-
cal expeditions conducted in the first half of 20th century. 
Despite recent investigations (Wagner et al. 2016), herpe-
tological knowledge remains poor in the Alay Mountains.

Here, we present the first documented record of Platy-
ceps	 rhodorachis Jan in de Filippi, 1865 from the Alay 
Mts. that represents an important range extension in the 
Central Asiatic distribution of the species. This polytyp-
ic species has a large area of distribution ranging from 
NE Iraq to Kyrgyzstan and probably westernmost Nepal 
(Schätti et al. 2014), where it inhabits a variety of habitats. 

To date, overall six records of the species are known from 
Kyrgyzstan, two from the west part of the Chuy Valley 
(Bishkek area), one probably from Talas Alatau and three 
following the Naryn River Valley up to the Fergana Valley 
(Table 1, Fig. 1; Schätti et al. 2014 and literature therein).

Our new record comes from Osh Province, south-
ern Kyrgyzstan (Vidana village located at the canyon of 
Ak-Buura River; 40°12'47.7"N, 72°58'18.9"E; 1465 m 
a.s.l.; loc. 8, Fig. 1). The adult male (Figs 2A and B) was 
recorded on 18 May 2018, around 1700 h local time. The 
individual was hidden under a large stone located in a rocky 
habitat with scattered, bushy vegetation near to the river 
(Fig. 2C). This is the first record in this region and province 
and is now the most southern record of the species in the 
country, being located approximately 130 km in a straight-
line from the closest records in northern parts of the Fer-
gana Valley (Jeremcenko et al. 1992; locs. 5 and 6, Fig. 
1). Concurrently, this record represents one of the eastern 
borders of the species distribution in Kyrgyzstan and Cen-
tral Asia. During the same two-weeks long field research in 
Kyrgyzstan in May 2018, we recorded another individual 
of P.	rhodorachis near to Toktogul reservoir, located on the 
Naryn River (loc. 7, Fig. 1). This record comes from Imeni 
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Chkalova village, between Uch-Terek and Karakol villag-
es, Jalal-Abad Province (41°46'05.6"N, 72°57'14.1"E; 941 
m a.s.l.) and roughly corresponds with the first published 
record of the species in Kyrgyzstan (Chernov 1959). The 
adult female was found on 16 May 2018 around noon un-
der a stone on the grassy habitat (Figs 2D–F).

The range of P.	rhodorachis in Kyrgyzstan has a pe-
ripheral character (see distribution review in Schätti et al. 
2014 and Fig. 1) and the species probably extends into 
Kyrgyzstan from steppe or lowland regions of its western 
continuous range in Kazakhstan (Chuy and Talas river 

valleys), Uzbekistan and Tajikistan (Fergana Valley and 
valley of Naryn River). Schätti et al. (2014) expected its 
occurrence in Batken and Osh Provinces in southern Kyr-
gyzstan east to the Jalal-Abad region and it is confirmed 
by our record. Several other species of reptiles have a 
similar distribution range in Kyrgyzstan (e.g. Testudo	
horsfieldi, Pseudopus	 apodus; Sindaco & Jeremcenko 
2008). Verification of the presence of P.	 rhodorachis 
through the Talas River Valley, beyond western Chuy 
Valley and eastern territories of the Naryn River Valley in 
Central Kyrgyzstan is, however, another challenge.

Table 1. An updated distribution records of Platyceps	rhodorachis in Kyrgyzstan.

Number on 
the map

Reference Origin WGA coordinates Comments

1 Chernov (1959) Uzun Akhmat Valley ca. 41°50'N, 72°30'E MMGU 1171
2 Chernov (1959) „Umgebung von Frunse“ [Bishkek area] unspecified record MTD 13640
3 Bannikov et al. (1977: map 115) Bishkek area ca. 42°52'N, 74°35'E unspecified record
4 Kolbinczev and Brushko (1986) “Talasskogo Alatau” [Talas Alatau] - Kazakh border area
5 Jeremcenko et al. (1992) okr. g. Tash-Kumyr, Ferganskaja dolina 

[Fergana Valley]
ca. 41°21'N, 72°13'E ANRKyr 4012

6 Jeremcenko et al. (1992) okr. g. “Majli-Saj” Mayluu-Suu, Noo-
kenskij B. Jalal-Abad Obl.

ca. 41°17'N, 72°28'E ANRKyr 4186

7 This study Imeni Chkalova, between Uch-Terek and 
Karakol, Jalal-Abad Province

41°46'05.6"N, 72°57'14.1"E Not collected

8 This study Vidana, Nookat District, Osh Province 40°12'47.7"N, 72°58'18.9"E Not collected

Abbreviations: MMGU – Moskovskij Gosudarstvennyj Universitet (MMGU, Moscow State University, ‘M. V. Lomonosov'); MTD – Staatliches Museum für Tierkunde, 
Dresden; ANRKyr – Akademij nauk Respubliki Kyrgyzstan (Academy of Sciences of Kyrgyzstan Republic).

Figure 1. Distribution records of Platyceps	rhodorachis	in Kyrgyzstan. Numbers of records correspond with Table 1. The question 
mark suggests possible occurrence of the species in Kyrgyzstan (see main text). The known distribution range of the species in 
Central Asia is highlighted in orange following data of Schätti et al. (2014).
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